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2015 Fuels and Weather

e 6 to 12 month precipitation and soil moisture anomalies were at or above
normal across the majority of the Eastern Area in 2015. Overall, this led to
near to below normal National Fire Danger Rating System (NFDRS) and
Canadian Fire Dangers Indices as well as above normal fuel moistures at
representative Remote Automatic Weather Stations (RAWS) throughout the
Eastern Area. The exception was the northwestern third of Minnesota
which was consistently drier than normal throughout 2015.

e Well above normal temperatures affected the eastern half of the U.S.
through the end of 2015 as the effects of a strong El Nino episode
developed.

e Portions of the Mid and the Upper Mississippi Valley as well as the
Northeast and eastern Mid-Atlantic States were drier than normal through
the early spring of 2015. Through the late spring and early summer months
above normal precipitation occurred across these areas reducing fire
potential.

e As the fall season progressed, parts of the Upper and the southern Mid-
Mississippi Valley as well as New England dried out. Negative precipitation
and soil moisture anomalies developed across these areas creating periods
of above normal fire potential. These negative precipitation and soil
moisture anomalies persisted over New England and the eastern Mid-
Atlantic States into November 2015.

Palmer Drought Severity Index
April 4, 2015 (Spring Fire Season)
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September 5, 2015 (Start of Fall Fire Season)

Drought Severity Index by Divisicn
Weekly Yolue ifor Period Ending SEF 5, 2015
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U.S. Drought Monitor
Marchi3 1, 2015 (Spring Fire Season)

U.S. Drought Monitor

March 31, 2015

(Released Thursday, Apr. 2, 2015)
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September 8, 2015 (Start of Fall Fire Season)
' U.S. Drought Monitor
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(Released Thursday, Sep. 10, 2015)
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U.S. Mean Temperature Anomalies October through December 2015
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30 Day Soil Moisture Anomalies
End of June 2015

Calculated Soil Moisture Anomaly (mm)
JUN, 2015
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30 Day Soil Moisture Anomalies
End of December 2015

Calculated Soil Moisture Anomaly {mm)
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2015 Wildland and Fire Activity by Unit

Agency Unit Name | Unit ID |Human Firesl Human Acres | Lightning Fires |Lightning Acres| Total Fires | Total Acres
BIA Sac and Fox Agency IA-SFA 22 232 0 0 22 232
Michigan Agency MI-MIA 2 5 0 0 2 5
Minnesota Agency MN-MNA 93 249 0 0 93 249

Red Lake Agency MN-RLA 534 1,901 0 0 534 1,901

Great Lakes Agency WI-GLA 3 1 0 0 3 1
Menominee Tribe WI-MEA 1 133 0 0 1 133

BIA 655 2,521 0 0 655 2,521
FS Midewin National Tall Grass Prairie IL-MPF 2 1 0 0 2 1
Shawnee National Forest IL-SHF 12 52 0 0 12 52
Hoosier National Forest IN-HOF 6 34 0 0 6 34
Hiawatha National Forest MI-HIF 19 23 1 1 20 24
Huron-Manistee National Forest MI-HMF 154 602 0 0 154 602

Ottawa National Forest MI-OTF 3 1 1 1 4 2
Chippewa National Forest MN-CPF 60 264 0 0 60 264
Superior National Forest MN-SUF 25 101 3 30 28 131

Mark Twain National Forest MO-MTF 69 4,238 0 0 69 4,238

White Mountain National Forest NH-WMF 1 0 0 0 1 0

Wayne National Forest OH-WAF 45 207 0 0 45 207
Allegheny National Forest PA-ALF 3 12 0 0 3 12

Green Mountain National Forest VT-GMF 1 0 1 1 2 1
Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest WI-CNF 24 17 2 1 26 18
Monongahela National Forest WV-MOF 1 0 0 0 1 0

FS 425 5,552 8 34 433 5,586
DeSoto National Wildlife Refuge IA-DSR 1 56 0 0 1 56

Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge IA-NSR 3 197 0 0 3 197

Port Louisa National Wildlife Refuge IA-PLR 1 1 0 0 1 1

Union Slough National Wildlife Refuge IA-USR 1 1 0 0 1 1

lowa Wetland Management District IA-WTR 2 15 0 0 2 15

Big Oaks National Wildlife Refuge IN-BOR 1 280 0 0 1 280
Agassiz National Wildlife Refuge MN-AGR 1 888 0 0 1 888

Big Stone National Wildlife Refuge MN-BGR 1 0 0 0 1 0

Morris National Wildlife Refuge MN-BNR 1 1 0 0 1 1

Detroit Lakes Wetland Management District MN-DLR 5 486 0 0 5 486

Fergus Falls Wetland Management District MN-FFR 6 457 0 0 6 457

Glacial Ridge MN-GLR 2 1 0 0 2 1
Litchfield Wetland Management District MN-LFR 5 137 0 0 5 137
Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge MN-MVR 2 35 0 0 2 35
Sherburne National Wildlife Refuge MN-SBR 1 1 0 0 1 1
Windom Wetland Management District MN-WWR 3 20 0 0 3 20

Great Rivers National Wildlife Refuge MO-GRR 1 7 0 0 1 7

Squaw Creek National Wildlife Refuge MO-SQR 1 25 0 0 1 25
Horicon National Wildlife Refuge WI-HRR 1 33 0 0 1 33
LaCrosse District, Upper Mississippi National Wildlife Refu¢ WI-LCR 0 0 0 0 0 0
Leopold Wetland Management District WI-LPR 0 0 0 0 0 0
Necedah National Wildlife Refuge WI-NCR 3 19 0 0 3 19

FWS 42 2,660 0 0 42 2,660




2015 Wildland Fire Activity by Unit Continued

Agency Unit Name | Unit ID |Human Firesl Human Acres | Lightning Fires |Lightning Acres| Total Fires | Total Acres
Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore IN-IDP 7 532 0 0 7 532

Cape Cod National Seashore MA-CCP 2 1 0 0 2 1

Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore MI-SDP 2 2 0 0 2 2

Ozark National Scenic River MO-OzP 4 43 0 0 4 43

Gateway National Recreation Area NY-GAP 16 2 0 0 16 2

Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area PA-DWP 9 304 0 0 9 304

Gettysburg National Military Park PA-GEP 1 0 0 0 1 0

Valley Forge National Historic Park PA-VFP 1 0 0 0 1 0
Appalachian National Scenic Trail Historic Site WV-APP 1 13 0 0 1 13

Harper's Ferry National Historic Park WV-HFP 2 0 0 0 2 0

NPS 45 897 0 0 45 897
Private MI-PRI 0 250 0 0 0 250

Private MO-PRI 0 1,986 0 0 0 1,986

Private (WV-CAC) PA-PRI 1 1 0 0 1 1

Private (WI-WIS) WI-PRI 0 0 0 0 0 0

Private (WV-CAC) WV-PRI 4 206 0 0 4 206

OTHR 5 2,443 0 0 5 2,443
ST Connecticut Division of Forestry CT-CTS 76 159 0 0 76 159
lowa Department of Natural Resources IA-IAS 503 14,443 0 0 503 14,443

lllinois Division of Forestry Resources IL-ILS 4 753 0 0 4 753

Indiana Division of Forestry IN-INS 2 22 0 0 2 22
Massachusetts Bureau of Forest Fire Control MA-MAS 1,522 1,762 1 0 1,523 1,762

Maryland Department of Natural Resources Forest Senice = MD-MDS 156 1,050 2 28 158 1,078

Maine Forest Senvice ME-MES 362 563 13 11 375 574

Michigan Department of Natural Resources MI-MIS 333 2,897 11 24 344 2,921

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources MN-MNS 1,094 25,966 13 26 1,107 25,992

Missouri Department of Conservation MO-MOS 3,086 23,594 0 3,086 23,594

New Hampshire Division of Forest and Lands NH-NHS 109 598 24 113 622

New Jersey Forest Fire Senice NJ-NJS 1,013 2,685 0 1,013 2,685

New York Forest Rangers NY-NYS 160 3,824 10 18 170 3,842

Ohio Department of Natural Resources OH-OHS 24 341 0 24 341
Pennsylvania Division of Forest Fire Protection PA-PAS 811 4,155 1 816 4,156

Rhode Island Division of Forest Environment RI-RIS 86 132 0 0 86 132

Vermont Division of Forestry VT-VTS 97 338 7 100 345

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources WI-WIS 943 2,739 16 27 959 2,766

ST 10,381 86,021 78 166 10,459 86,187
Grand Total: 11,553 100,094 86 200 11,639 100,294



EASTERN AREA WILDFIRES AND ACRES BY OWNERSHIP

2015 Fires
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*Spike in December’s numbers was due to late reporting
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EASTERN AREA WILDFIRE OCCURENCE DATA
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Eastern Area 2015 Fires and Acres Compared With Prior Years
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EASTERN AREA LARGE FIRES
(100 acres or more)

Incident Number Report Date Fire Name Size
MN-MNS-121025 4/15/15 Palsburg 4500
MN-MNS-232-0016 4/3/15 Tamarack 2800
MN-MNS-31207915 4/12/15 Thunder Road 1950
MN-MNS-121-050 4/29/15 Agassiz 1200
MN-MNS-15001353 10/28/2015 Zilmer 1200
MO-MTF-150007 1/26/15 Cooks Cave 971
NY-NYS-2015-0071 5/4/15 Roosa Gap 825
IL-ILS-000146 4/5/15 llinois Beach 750
NJ-NJS-B050701 5/6/15 Atison 710
PA-PAS-18151087 5/5/15 Pipeline 1 700
MN-MNS-161-053 4/23/15 Neal WMA 600
MN-MNS-121-007 4/6/15 Star 500
MN-MNS-121-042 4/26/15 McKinley 500
MI-MIS-150090 5/2/15 St. Helen Trail 492
MI-HMF-150090 5/3/15 Unhappy Camper 492
MN-MNS-111-092 10/14/15 Chester 23 Complex 422
MN-MNS-117004 4/15/15 Turnaround 400
PA-PAS18151055 4/19/15 Razor 400
WI-WIS-6203056015 4/13/15 Railroad 389
WI-WIS-440061015 4/15/15 Rat River 366
MN-MNS-161-030 4/13/15 Tansem 350
MN-RLA-000372 4/27/15 RL 372 350
MN-MNS-161001715 3/28/15 Grady 327
MD-MDS-004703 5/13/2015 Lower Hill Road 275
MO-MTF-150082 4/2/15 Bearclaw 257
MO-MTF-150115 5/3/15 Carty 250
MA-MAS-150002 4/29/15 Clarksburg State Forest 189
WI-WIS-1103244015 10/20/15 Onnstine Hill Road 180
OH-OHS-20150331-2 4/2/15 Elliot Road 171
PA-PAS-18151100 5/13/15 Heights 160
MO-MTF-000176 11/15/2015 Clear Creek 155
NH-NHS-150001 5/5/15 Bayle Mountain 150
VT-VTS-201546 5/4/15 Norwich 137
WI-MEA-150001 5/6/15 Jackson Creek 133
OH-OHS-20150331-1 4/2/15 Disterdick Lane 130
NC-NCS-15097016 5/3/15 Baker 122
NY-NYS-2015-0175 9/29/15 Crane Pond 122
NY-NYS-2015-0100 5/7/15 Heavenly Valley Road Fire 110
MO-MTF-150055 3/17/15 Roslin 100
MD-MDS-004701 5/14/2015 Coleman Hollow 100
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Eastern Area Prescribed Fires

2015 PRESCRIBED FIRES
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EASTERN AREA
RESOURCE REQUESTS

The Eastern had a very active spring fire season and peaked at PL-3 in mid May. There were two
significant large fires the Carty (MO-MTF) and Unhappy Camper (MI-HMF). The Eastern Area Type
2 IMT was assigned to the Unhappy Camper fire. Resources brought into the Easten Area: 2 FS
Operations Personnel, 4 Airtankers, 19 Helicopters, 3 Air Tactical, 3 ASM, 2 Type-1 Crews and 2
Type-2IA Crews. There were 1,109 training assignments for the entire Eastern Area. We mobilized
the first module of Type 2IA crews on June 28™. On August 16" at National PL-5 we peaked with 31
crews out on assignment. There was a total of 62 Type-2IA crews mobilized. The Midewin Type-1

Interagency Hotshot Crew was mobilized 10 times (4 in EA and 6 out of GACC).

Total Assigned Crews by Date
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AIRCRAFT
OVERHEAD
CREWS

ENGINES

TOTAL

33
2196
72

138

2,439

2015 Filled Requests
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2015 Type 2 IA Crew Mobilizations
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EASTERN AREA SINGLE RESOURCE OVERHEAD ASSIGNMENTS By Geographic Area

2015 Overhead Mobilizations
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EACC Unable to Fill Overhead Requests (UTF) -Total 2312
Position Total Position Total Position Total Position Total

HEQB 124 GSUL 20 HLCO 8 PA50 2
DIVS 81 INCM 20 HRAP 8 PETL 2
FELB 76  STAM 20 ICPI 8 SECG 2
TFLD 74  EMPF 19 MEDL 8 STEQ 2
SOFR 70  FBAN 19 TNSP 8 AADM 1
IADP 67 0SC2 18 AEMF 6 AOBS 1
SEC2 65 PROC 18 EMTB 5 BAES 1
HMGB 56  ASGS 17 FAL1 5 BASS 1
FOBS 53  DECK 17 TOLC 5 CDSP 1
RADO 52 CRWB 16 EDRC 4 CORD 1
SOF2 52 SCKN 16 ENGB 4 COTR 1
HECM 50 COST 15 FFT2 4 CS99 1
EQPM 46  EDSP 15 0sC1 4 CULS 1
ABRO 42 LTAN 15 THSP 4 ENOP 1
ACDP 42  PTRC 14 BAHY 3 FALB 1
HEB2 40  SPUL 14 BUYM 3 FEMO 1
BCMG 38 OPBD 13 FWBM 3 FLOP 1
ORDM 38 STPS 13 IMST 3 HIOP 1
RCDM 38 TIME 13 INJR 3 IARR 1
ATGS 37 ICT3 12 LSC2 3 ICTS5 1
STEN 37 PIO1 12 LSC3 3 INTL 1
EDSD 35 RAMP 12 PA25 3 IRIN 1
EQTR 34 COML 11 PSC2 3 LEO1 1
HEB1 29  GISS 11 PSC3 3 LOFR 1
FACL 26  EMTP 10 SEMG 3 LSC1 1
SEC1 26  SOF1 10 AEMT 2 PA10 1
SITL 26  SOPL 10 ARCH 2 PARK 1
COMT 25 CREP 9 ATIM 2 PETM 1
DOCL 24  CTSP 9 CASC 2 PIO3 1
PIOF 24  DPRO 9 CONO 2 REAC 1
EMTF 23 FFT1 9 FAL2 2 RTCM 1
EQPI 23 FWPT 9 FSC3 2 RXB1 1
PIO2 23 HRSP 9 IMSA 2 RXB2 1
FDUL 22 INTS 9 IMSM 2 SRT2 1
DMOB 21  READ 9 INBA 2 TPIA 1
PREV 21  STCR 9 INVF 2 TRTL 1
RESL 21  AOBD 8 LEO2 2 uTvo 1
SECM 21  ATBM 8 MXMS 2 WHMG 1
COMP 20 FSC2 8 OPS3 2 WTOP 1
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60

2015 Engine Mobilizations
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Total - 138

2015 TEAM MOBILIZATIONS

Grant Type 2 IMT 3 Assignments EA,NR,AK

EA National Buying Team 3 Assignments NR,SW,SO

2015 EACC SUPPORT ASSIGNMENTS-Total 44

EDRC 6
EDSD 10
EDSP 1
CORD 1
INTS 5
IARR 21
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